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Legal (Civil) Marriage - Puerto Vallarta

All of the following documents must be presented and you must comply with all requirements. If documentation is not correct the Civil Marriage will not take place. 

You both must attend a short course/video presentation in Puerto Vallarta (DIF Offices) a few days before the wedding day. 


The civil ceremony is the only ceremony legally recognized in Mexico. A justice of the peace performs this ceremony. The vows in a civil ceremony are set and cannot be changed. They are in Spanish only with traditional Mexican Catholic wordage.

If you want to be legally married in Mexico, it important you know this procedure will take some time out of your vacation. It is required that you be here minimum of 5 days prior to the wedding day.  You will also need to begin the paperwork at least three to four months in advance.


All documentation must be in our (Weddings Vallarta by Barbara) offices a minimum of 6 weeks before the civil ceremony date for verification and translation.



With that in mind here are the Documents you’ll need and requirements for a Mexican Civil Ceremony

• Original or certified recent copies of your Birth certificates (long form) with Apostilles: (a document issued by the Secretary of State in the country of origin, authenticating the birth certificate) Allow at least 6-8 weeks for this step if you have to get an “original certified copy” of your birth certificate.
• Canadians do not have “apostilles” per se, but must have the Certified Copy of their long form birth certificate Authenticated in Ottawa.  Allow at least 6-8 weeks for this step if you have to get an “original certified copy” of your birth certificate.
•The Canadian Birth Certificate must then be Legalized by the Consulate of Mexico (where you live) with jurisdiction over the country of birth. The document must be stamped and signed by the Mexican consulate officer in Canada (be sure to have every document stamped).
• Copies (3) of Valid Driver’s License
• Copies (3) of Valid Passports

• Application for Wedding License. Application, which will be provided by your wedding coordinator, needs to be completed and returned to the coordinator along with all other documents.  It must be filled out completely, with witnesses’ names and all spouse and family information.
• If the marriage is between a Mexican and a foreigner, the latter will have to obtain permission to marry from the Ministry of the Interior through their Immigration Office in town, where for a fee you will need to acquire a permit to marry a Mexican national. This will take a bit longer and there will be more paperwork to process, so please be prepared and be patient.

• Be sure to make a couple of copies of every single document and IDs; Original documents must be presented in every instance.
• All the above documents then must be couriered to Puerto Vallarta to be translated by an authorized translator in Puerto Vallarta. These must be in Puerto Vallarta at least 6 weeks in advance.

            Along with the following if applicable: 

•Death certificate of previous spouse, if applicable with Apostille
• Divorce papers, if applicable, with Apostille
• Migratory documents (Visas) with translations by authorized translator in Puerto Vallarta or Tourist Card (issued at the airport upon arrival)
• Mandatory Prenuptial Video Briefing and Certificate of Attendance

• Blood test and health certificate (the blood tests must be done in Puerto Vallarta where they will issue a certificate of good health) it consists of Name, Blood Type, Syphilis and HIV. This must be performed in Puerto Vallarta within 15 days before the wedding.

• Two witnesses for each (4 in total), friends or family members, not parents or grandparents, over the age of 18 with original IDs and copies that must be presented during the ceremony in order to sign the marriage certificate.
Notes:

An authorized translator in Puerto Vallarta must translate all documents including Apostilles.

All certificates will remain in the Registro Civil for 25 years, during which time you may ask for certified copies.

Be sure to make a couple of copies of every single document and IDs; Original documents must be presented in every instance so please make sure to bring them with you..

Cost of Facilitating Legal Marriage: $1500 US

Pricing includes:

· Cost of the civil license and ceremony 

· Cost of the blood tests

· Cost of the wedding course

· Cost of all the translations

· Courier costs (couriering you the application forms)

· ”X” amount of hours to deliver/pickup/facilitate all the documentation and process/ verifying content

· Delivery/pickup of documents for translations

· Taking couple for the blood tests and picking up tests

· Taking couple to the course 
· Attending the civil ceremony itself
